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The future begins now ... Libya, peace and prosperity 

 
Many of us become upset, tense, or surprised when we talk about the future, 

its opportunities, possibilities, and vast expanse. 

We may become spontaneously, angry and disapproving at times, asking: 

“What about this miserable present and this intolerable state? How can you 

speak or expect to think about the future while we are locked in this wretched 

present and haunted by memories of the tragic past?” 

At first glance, the question seems inescapable, burdened by the crushing 

weight of trauma and tragedy, but if we can bring ourselves to more 

dispationallity consider the continuity of time in which “we live, and move 

and have our being,” we realize the inevitable connection between the present 

and the future, between the past and the present. The present was the future 

in the past, just as the future will be the present in the future. This is the 

“cycle of life.”  

Our hopes and aspirations for a brighter future is what motivates us to 

change the present, including its link with the legacy of the past. This is, in its 

simple truth, shaping the future. 

The future is not an isolated discontinuous state or a distant theoretical ideal 

that has nothing to do with our present. The future is what we do here and 

now in this present moment. We plan, plant, act and perform to improve our 

present, to address its problems and to confront its crises and challenges. 

If we perform clear, organized, systematic and substantiated action to address 

the present, then we are, in fact, learning from the problems and mistakes of 

the past and creating a better future. 

If we, however, surrender to the despair of the present reality, we will, 

without any doubt, create a future that is far more tragic, dark, ruinous and 

corrupt. 
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The future will definitely come, as night follows day, year follows year, decade 

follows decade and century follows century. 

It is inevitable. 

You can shape the future of the nation and participate in its formation, 

otherwise it will shape you into a neglected and forgotten nation, whose 

future will be shaped by the lost generations from within and the competition 

of those around it from without. 

The future is our hope… it is our friend…it is our opportunity… it is our 

ability to change, act and work. 

It is our chance to succeed and to transcend our pains, failures and setbacks. 

The future is neither fiction nor reverie 

The future is what we become., 

It is us after a year, a decade or a century. 

We must embrace the future with love, longing, hope and aspiration. 

We must contemplate, simulate and understand it. 

We must shape it in order to shape ourselves within it. 

Speaking about the future is not an escapism. 

It is confronting the challenges of our present reality in order to create a new 

and better reality, at a better time and in better conditions, 

It is an opportunity for a better life, a better society, a better country and a 

better universe. 

For us, the future is the “Libya, Peace and Prosperity Project.” It starts today 

and from where we aspire to be. 

It is Libya of the future as it should be. 

It is a contribution of faithfully devoted Libyan minds possessed of 

knowledge, experience, and strategic perspective in a developed world, 

collected and framed by the National Economic and Social Development  
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Board, which harnessed, galvanized, and guided its path with great hope for 

the desired future. 

The NESDB confronts the nation’s local and global challenges, summons its 

strategic and technical capabilities, and combines it with the economic 

potential and opportunities of Libya as a state: economically, socially and 

culturally, with its natural resources, geography, and young and active human 

energies. The Board produced a civilized and practical future project, with a 

timeframe that starts from today and builds a model for a better future over a 

period of fifteen years. 

This project combines paradigm and application, theory and praxis, strategy 

and tactics. It deals with the required model for building the modern Libyan 

state with its economic, social and structural functional capacities. Starting 

from the perspective of strategic interests and national security to build its 

defense capabilities, interests and strategic partnerships. 

It is a project to build the state of Libya, to found and root its foundations so 

that it may bear great fruits through the twenty-first century and beyond. 

It is the insurance policy for the future of our coming generations, generation 

after generation. 

In one word, it is “the future as we want it and as it should be.” 

 

Fadel Mohamed Lamen 

Director General, National Economic and Social Development Board 
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Libya Peace and Prosperity Project 

Introduction: 
        The Libyan state emerged in its current form in the aftermath of the 

second world war, where momentous changes in the global political 

geography were realized. However, there was no consensus amongst the 

Libyans as to what that state should be. A nation small in population, vast in 

land, diverse of tribe, and immersed in reveries of a history that has seen the 

rise and fall of many great empires.  Now Libya was charged with the 

imperative of becoming a modern nation state. It had to develop the system 

and mechanisms of government regulated by the constitution, ways of 

managing natural resources and their revenues, and other foundational issues 

that lead to a bright future that could inspire generations to work towards its 

realization. 

Great challenges and crises would lie ahead that would continue to this 

present day. A relentless search for the radical solutions necessary to that 

address the root causes in play–and not only the symptoms–would occupy all 

those who worked to secure a better future and a way out of this debilitating 

torpor. For a decade, the country has been going through a pivotal stage in its 

modern history. This stage requires the consolidation of Libya’s independence 

and sovereignty after nearly seventy years since its declaration of 

independence in order for it to be a nation based on new foundations that 

take into account the treatment of structural imbalances resulting from what 

the successive political regimes have produced up to this point, and open 

prospects for building a modern, democratic, civil state. 

Under the supervision of the National Economic and Social Development  

Board, Libyan experts leveraged their accumulated experience in 

understanding the history of the Libyan state, and the causes and 

consequences of its crises, drew on successful initiatives and international 

experiences in countries and societies that have gone through similar 
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circumstances, and identified available opportunities to overcome the various 

challenges facing the future of the country in order to draft a national project 

under the name, “Libya Peace and Prosperity. This project has been prepared 

to explore a prosperous future for Libya forits present and future generations, 

and to establish a state of citizenship and equal opportunities based on merit, 

competence and balance of intellectual, cultural, social and spatial dimensions. 

The shared vision of a national project with new foundations for peaceful 

coexistence among Libyans that accommodates diversity, preserves the social 

fabric and guarantees rights is the first and most important step towards the 

future in which the Libyans share the blessings that God bestowed on them, 

without exclusion, monopoly, or exploitation. The goal is creating sustainable, 

balanced spatial development, at the center of which are human beings 

nurtured in cities, villages and rural areas served by responsible local 

government institutions with fully organized, empowered and unimpaired 

powers. 

The realization of this dream faces great challenges, such as the rooted culture 

of domination, the continuation of civil conflicts, the severity of political 

division, the disintegration of the social fabric, the intervention in the local 

affairs by a number of countries both regionally and internationally, the 

spread of the epidemic of corruption, the influx of migrant convoys, the 

harassment of greedy states, the calamity of terrorist organizations, and other 

challenges facing Libya, today and in the future. 

There is no alternative to facing these difficulties and confronting challenges, 

by sharpening motivation, strengthening determination, encouraging 

sacrifices, addressing consciences, challenging hearts and minds to reconsider 

reality and anticipate the future, and taking into account the great 

opportunities available. The driving force for all this is the deep-seated desire 

of Libyans to bring an end to the current conflict, to preserve the unity of 

their nation, and to adhere to the democratic, peaceful transfer of power as 

the basis for the future state. 
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The geographic location, the relative abundance of natural resources, the size 

of reserves and foreign assets, the demographic high proportion of young 

people, the opportunity for a significant increase in the contribution of 

women in the labor market, the possibility of high and sustainable growth in 

the gross domestic product, the absence of a social and cultural incubator for 

extremist organizations and irregular armed formations, the adequate 

conditions to instil favourable values for modernization, development, and 

much more, are great opportunities that require competent and sophisticated 

management. 

These great aspirations are built upon the homeland and the citizen 

guaranteed by a well-established constitution, ruled by just laws, protected by 

modern security and military institutions with a patriotism loyal to the 

homeland and the constitution. Its objective is humanism, its title is growth 

and prosperity, and its main pillar is the mobilization of the nation's energies 

to achieve its supreme national interest. 

Events are accelerating and the world is changing. We have no way forward 

except by ending the state of armed conflict, establishing partnerships, joining 

the global economy and our neighbours in the region, and ensuring free 

market competition. We can achieve all this by developing capabilities, 

investing in capacities, and harnessing efforts for stability and development to 

reach the desired objectives outlined in the “Libya, Peace and Prosperity” 

initiative. 

This document (Draft of National Project) consists of the following: 

A forward-looking vision called “Libya, Peace and Prosperity” jointly 

formulated by a group of Libyan academics and experts, and discussed, 

developed in stages over the past years. As a result, socio-economic programs 

and implementation plans crystallized, all of which included detailed 

implementation goals, policies and initiatives that take into account 

confronting current issues and establishing an integrated program that in the 
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medium and long term will be implemented within a time frame over a period 

of fifteen years. 

Included are other plans for institutional development and the restructuring 

of central and local public institutions to enable the development and 

facilitation of service provision to citizens, the implementation of local 

governance with broad and disciplined powers, incorporated within the 

central administration. 

This vision also includes a balanced policy to consolidate national security 

capable of facing immediate and future challenges, whether of external or 

internal origin, in order to preserve the security of the homeland, ensure its 

stability, and secure the safety of its citizens. Through this blueprint, the 

project aims to rebuild the base to face threats of three natures: defense, 

security and foreign policy. The defense side represents the hard power of the 

state to protect itself and its borders and to preserve its sovereignty. The 

security side represents the state’s institutions and internal agencies that 

address all risks and hostilities that affect the security of the nation and the 

safety of the citizen, in particular threats of a hybrid nature. Finally, the 

foreign policy establishes how the state develops its relationship with the 

world as it works to employ all of its tools to realize its national vision, 

maximize its role, defend its interests abroad, reduce everything that would 

impede its presence in its regional and international environment, and work 

to reduce tensions around anything that threatens Libyan national security. 

This document contains the following: 

1) Definition of the problem. 

2) Solution Project. 

3) The National Vision (Libya, Peace and Prosperity). 

4) The economic aspect (vision, general objective, main objectives, 

policies, initiatives). 

5) The social aspect (vision, general objective, main objectives, policies, 

initiatives). 
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6) The institutional aspect (vision, general objective, main objectives, 

policies, initiatives). 

7) The defense aspect (vision, general objective, main objectives, policies, 

initiatives). 

8) The security aspect (vision, general objective, main objectives, policies, 

initiatives). 

9) The foreign policy aspect (vision, general objective, main objectives, 

policies, initiatives). 

Each aspect of the project works to serve a coherent vision of the future of 

Libya its objectives, policies, initiatives, and priorities diverging and 

converging according to the necessities of reality, the developmental stage 

that ensures peace and prosperity, security and reconstruction. 

Defining the problem: 
 

During the years between 1952 and 2021, Libya went through various 

political structures with different systems of government. Each regime 

insisted on abolishing its predecessor and establishing a contrary system that, 

ironically, often ended up precisely where its predecessors ended. 

Perhaps a close reading of the crises that Libya has gone through, and 

continues to go through for these ten years, may find the underlying thread 

the failure to learn from the past and its whole complex of repeated 

experiences and errors. The conflict will not stop regardless of the forms it 

takes, and regardless of the form of the regime with its slogans and intentions, 

unless effective solutions are put in place to address the causes of these crises. 

Libya is still facing many major challenges that have continued for decades 

that threaten its structure, sustainability, stability and development. Perhaps, 

the most important of which are the following: 
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Challenges threatening the entity's existence: 

A number of features of the threats facing the Libyan entity can be identified 

and they are targeting the continuity of its existence and permanence, they 

include the following: 

- More than 99.5% of the area of Libya is uninhabited, and the ratio of 

the population of Libya to the population of neighboring countries 

represents (1: 33). 

- Continuous demographic change due to illegal immigration and its 

endemicity, which affects national security. 

- The implicit expression of some neighboring countries' historical rights 

claims on Libyan lands. 

- The sharp decline in the average per capita income in the region 

compared with the average per capita income in Libya (a number of 

countries in the region have less than 450 dollars per person annually). 

- The region is witnessing the endemicity of transnational organized 

crime gangs that engage in illegal trade (people, weapons, drugs, money 

laundering ... etc). 

- A number of extremist and terrorist organizations have settled in the 

region (ISIS in Niger - the Muslim Youth Movement in Somalia - Al 

Qaeda Organization in North Africa in Algeria - The Movement for the 

Support of Islam and Muslims in the Azawad region in Mali - ISIS, Al 

Qaeda and Ansar al-Sharia in different countries in the region ... etc). 

- Libya being a major migration corridor towards the northern 

Mediterranean. 

- The growing role of the armed parties, the increase in the number of 

international parties intertwined in the Libyan scene, and the 

consequent challenge to the idea of national unity and sovereignty. 

- The danger of armed conflict still exists in the event that the political 

track and the other tracks that came with it falter. 
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Challenges at the political level: 

The political practice during the past decade has shown the emergence of a 

number of challenges facing the development of positive political action in 

Libya to serve its main causes, foremost among which is building a state for a 

common future for all Libyans. Perhaps among the most notable of these 

challenges are the following: 

- The ban on partisan work, the restrictions on political opponents, and 

the criminalization of political opposition for many decades produced a 

negative culture that weakened political action in general and party 

work in particular, resulting in a severe weakness in political 

performance and its accumulations. 

- The gradual decline of the role of unions, federations and associations, 

and their participation in public affairs, which led to their weakening 

and absence of their political role. 

- The complete absence of the idea of peaceful transfer of power and the 

failure to entrench the principle of separation of authorities. 

- Establishing a culture of dominance as the only way to gain power, with 

the abolition of the defeated and the revoking of his rights. 

- The emergence and continuation of legitimacies that are based on 

personal, ethnic, or tribal history, and considering them a criterion of 

preference as a substitute for merit and competence. 

- The existing political work environment allowed some people with 

limited self-abilities to dare to assume the highest leadership positions 

in the state, regardless of the criteria for assuming them. 

- Narrowing down opportunities for the development of community 

culture, and weakening the values of dialogue and participation. 

- A crisis of confidence among all Libyans, reinforced by the 

entrenchment of the culture of dominance and vile deception, and the 
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practices of some of the leaders of the political scene in scrambling to 

make concessions and channelling the power of foreigners. 

- The disintegration and fragmentation of the social fabric which resulted 

from the primacy of narrow interests (personal, regional, factional ... 

etc.) over the higher common interest. 

- The parties focus on the immediate short-term pragmatic view, and 

indifference to the long-term strategic perspective. 

- The current international solution is directed towards launching three 

tracks (political - economic - security and military), that is, addressing 

overlapping and extremely important issues for the future of Libya in a 

fragmented manner without an inclusive overall vision that the Libyans 

agree upon. 

- The continuity of the political conflict will recycle the armed conflict in 

the event that the agreement is not comprehensive and based on a 

national project to build the state and a long-term partnership in its 

implementation and development between all political, economic and 

social actors. 

 

 

Economic challenges: 

The challenges facing the Libyan economy and threatening its financial 

sustainability are due to the rentier economic model that was entrenched over 

long decades and produced a negative culture, and perhaps among its results 

are the following: 

- Poor management of national resources and their revenues, which 

deprived the Libyan economy of the opportunity to diversify, grow and 

sustain itself. 
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- Not benefiting from the revenues of national resources in a way that 

serves the Libyan economy and leads to its diversification, growth and 

sustainability. 

- The wrong use of national resources and utilising them as a tool for 

political sustainability. 

- Weakening the role of the private sector through adopting wrong 

approaches and policies. 

- The entrenchment of the culture of booty and rent and its negative 

effects at various levels. 

- Dependence on oil as the quasi-only source of government income, 

with its relative importance declining globally in the medium and long 

terms due to the emergence of energy alternatives on the one hand and 

the development of environmental determinants on the other hand. 

- The imbalance of the global oil market on both sides of supply and 

demand after the development of technology for extracting shale oil 

and gas in recent years, as the most consuming countries tend to be the 

largest oil producing countries (the United States / China). 

- The various negative economic, social and cultural impacts of the 

rooting of the rentier economy, for example: 

o The expansion of current spending, the decline in public and 

private investment spending, the contraction in the gross 

domestic product, the rise in the unemployment rate and the 

growing phenomenon of monopoly. 

o The frantic struggle over the state’s financial assets and resources. 

o The spread of the phenomenon of corruption and its 

transformation into a general culture in the public and private 

sectors. 

o Uncertainty in financial sustainability. 

o An increase in the level of hidden and exposed unemployment. 
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o Existence of structural imbalances such as weak participation of 

women, weak investment, imbalance and contraction in gross 

domestic product, high domestic debt and high deficit levels in 

the general budget. 

o Consolidated misconceptions, including that Libya is a rich 

country, as there is a big difference between the dissolution of 

national wealth as a result of oil extraction and the creation of 

wealth. Rich countries are those countries that are able to create 

wealth through what they produce in terms of knowledge, goods 

and services. 

o Citizens in rentier societies turn from action to demand and 

criticism, which raises the ceiling of expectations and envisages 

achieving them in a short term and without continuous and 

effective joint action by all citizens. In the absence of effective 

communication between the government and civil society 

organizations, the pressure on the executive management 

increases, which disperses efforts into side reactions that lead to 

wasted time and energies without achieving the desired results. 

o The rent has resulted in a dependency culture that was adopted 

and established by society, and it is a culture that does not 

highlight the sanctity and necessity of work, and assuming 

responsibility, and does not inculcate these values in young 

people, instead it produces a clear disdain for manual and labor-

intensive work and a reluctance to many economic activities. The 

rentier culture has corrupted the work culture and emptied the 

concept of work from its content, so there is no awareness of 

improving productivity or mastering work. The state itself in 

rentier societies becomes a victim of this culture, as it is a loose 

state that buys the citizen’s silence with a salary, bonus, bonus or 

promotion without real justification of additional productivity or 

distinction in performance. 
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o Almost complete absence in the relationship between effort and 

payoff, productivity and return. 

o Significant growth in illegal trade (smuggling of fuel, people, 

weapons, and drugs), which has led to the formation of 

organized crime gangs with great interests that increase and 

intertwine internally and internationally (internally interacting 

with events and allying with multiple legitimacies) that disrupts 

the present and future of the country and increases the risks of 

delaying the achievement of stability. 

o The emergence of mechanisms and entrenched practices of using 

rent to reward and buy loyalties. 

o The financial independence of the state, apart from the private 

sector and its taxes, strengthens its ability to tame its opponents 

and avoid real accountability, which enhances tyranny and creates 

a climate hostile to democratic participation, and impedes the 

emergence and development of monitoring, accountability and 

evaluation mechanisms. 

 

Social challenges: 

- Imbalance in the population distribution and population density 

between cities, towns and villages. 

- The fragility of the social structure in the absence of solid consensual 

foundations for peaceful coexistence. 

- Fragmentation of the social fabric due to the disintegration of the 

national will resulting from narrow interests. 

- Weakness of social welfare and its services. 

- Misunderstanding of the relationship with the other, at the level of 

the community or with other societies. 

- Approbation of impunity and lawbreaking. 
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- The continuation of the state of conflict and the accumulation of 

hatred it generated. 

- The spread of corruption and its transformation from a reprehensible 

practice to a general culture led to an exacerbation of the crisis in 

morals and behavior, and a dangerous shudder in the value system. 

- The decline in the level of behavior and the spread of destructive 

phenomena and negative changes in the community values system. 

- The decline in the level of education and the spread of ideological 

extremism as a result of multiple factors, including adopting an 

approach to rote education instead of developing critical thinking. 

- The decline in the standard of living, and the spread of poverty. 

- The deepening of the culture of domination and the continuation of 

the practice of isolation and exclusion. 

- The absence of effective community dialogue on the main issues and 

the inadequacy of community programs and activities. 

- Continuing infringement on and decline of public rights and 

freedoms, especially the right to expression. 

- The abusive employment of the means of communication and media, 

considering them as a tool of conflict. 

Institutional challenges: 

- An accelerated decline in the performance and capabilities of public 

institutions. 

- A huge inability to provide basic and social services. 

- The continuing state of institutional division. 

- Weak legitimacy of the existing sovereign institutions. 

- The multiplicity and overlap of the work of the regulatory agencies in 

addition to the spread of corruption in the institutions. 

- Inflation in the number of workers, structures and numbers of public 

institutions. 
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Challenges in defense level: 

- The absence of the comprehensive defensive doctrine emanating 

from the Libyan national security theory. 

- The absence of the reality of the existence of a military institution 

capable of confronting and deterring threats. 

- The proliferation of weapons of all kinds at the hands of their bearers 

outside state institutions, which created a destabilization of security 

and stability. 

- Blatant interference from regional and international countries and 

through local agents and mercenaries used by all parties to contest 

legitimacy and authority between them, with justifications such as 

combating terrorism and illegal immigration and others reasons, 

which increased the number of interlocutors and made Libya a 

foothold for a regional and international conflict. 

- Lack of political will to manage defense affairs in the country, reform 

and development of the defense establishment in accordance with a 

vision and objectives that achieve sovereignty and stability and 

enhance national unity and a sense of belonging. 

 

Challenges in security level: 

- Retreat in the role of the police and other security agencies in a way 

that contributed to destabilizing security and stability, and making 

Libya a threatening factor for its neighbourhood and the region. 

- The application of the exclusionary legislations issued in a previous 

stage (political isolation and the National Integrity Commission) 

resulted in the isolation of many professional security personnel, 

which led to the destabilization of security and stability. 

- Destroying the infrastructure of the security sector in general, which 

is characterized by fragility in its foundations, and the delay until now 
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in building the new sector, which contributed to the worsening of the 

security situation. 

- The large proliferation of weapons, and the failure to create 

appropriate conditions for collecting them in 2011 and afterward, 

increased the state of security chaos, and as a result of which crime 

rates of various forms and methods multiplied, and repeated attempts 

terrorism domiciliation, which exposed Libya to external interference 

in its affairs. 

- The deterioration of the citizens' livelihood security as a result of the 

deterioration of services and the worsening of the state's economic 

situation, and the tampering of local parties with the main sources of 

the national economy, in addition to the global economic recession 

and its impact on what remains of the fundamentally deteriorating 

local economy. 

- Dissolving the intelligence services (at an early stage and weakening 

them in later stages during the last decade) that are in charge of 

warning and addressing internally and externally all threats to society 

through the tasks they undertake such as collecting information, 

monitoring it, analysing it, and preparing what is required about it, 

was a cause of exacerbation and lack of political, economic, social and 

cultural security. 

Challenges in foreign policy: 

- The Libyan foreign policy lacks a strategy that derives its frameworks 

from the concept and doctrine of national security that defines its 

features, and from which it makes goals and programs that ensure the 

preservation of the state's sovereignty, its prestige and its 

repositioning in its regional and international surroundings. 

- The previous division of the Libyan Foreign Ministry into two 

institutions that are in conflict on the management of political action 

and its diplomacy as a result of the sharp political division, and the 
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fragmentation of legislative and executive institutions, which led to 

the decline in executing their responsibilities, and weakened their 

communication with neighbouring countries, regionally and 

internationally. 

- Weakness of the Libyan foreign policy and its executive tools in 

managing its affairs in complete independence in which it expresses 

the sovereignty and will of the state, as well as its compliance with a 

number of Security Council resolutions related to the Libyan case. 

- The failure of the Libyan foreign policy to invest in the state’s 

regional, continental and international heritage. 

- Weakness of external work and its lack of reliance on policies and 

objectives based on the important privileged geographic location that 

Libya enjoys, and the large and diverse economic resources it 

possesses that qualify it to be a source of economic and investment 

transformation for itself, its neighbourhood, the region, and an 

attractive region for active partners capable of contributing to 

construction, reconstruction and development. All that caused a clear 

imbalance in the formulation of a vision with influential goals in 

foreign political action and thus in the status of the Libyan state. 

- The decline in bilateral cooperation between Libya, other countries, 

and regional and international organizations in the field of technical 

cooperation. 

Solution Project: 

       Libya today has a precious opportunity, after trials that lasted for 

seventy years, and it became clear to everyone that they will be repeated if the 

problem is not understood and appropriate solutions found. The available 

opportunity is represented in the broad desire to end persistent and chronic 

problems, and in the awareness of new generations and their enthusiasm for 

the future. It is also represented in examining at and understanding the nature 

of the problem, in the continuous initiatives and discussions to find solutions, 
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in the continuous international support in order to get out of the crisis and to 

draw a new future that transcends the past and benefits from its experiences. 

       The approach to solutions proposed in Libya is based on the idea of 

power-sharing and not building the state. It is well known that the tools for 

implementing the state-building approach are a consensual vision, a national 

charter and project, the consolidation of equal citizenship before the law in 

duties and rights, and the foundation on merit and competence, taking into 

account balance in its comprehensive sense ( intellectual, cultural, and social) 

in assuming the tasks, while the power-sharing approach with its tools 

represented in the quota system, the exclusion of efficient persons, absence of 

the project, the fragmented handling of issues, and acting in a reactive 

manner, which have been tried over recent years in Libya and have led to 

disastrous results that are visible. Therefore, the repetition of the power-

sharing approach will only be a temporary postponement of a new and 

violent armed conflict, and a continuation of the series of total collapse. 

        It was necessary to seize this opportunity to find solutions to these 

problems together by the Libyans themselves by establishing a national 

project that aims to establish security and peace and seeks to achieve 

development and prosperity. This is what the project “Libya, Peace and 

Prosperity” puts forth. It is a project with a clear vision (economic, social, 

cultural, security and defense), which aspires to lay the foundation stone for 

building the new Libyan state, the state of desired future, a future that does 

not lead to the unknown, a future drawn by its children, a future in which 

traditional practices that produced the need for change every time are ended, 

a future that expresses the will of the citizens, unites the efforts of the elites, 

and calls for the participation of all members of society in discussion, 

formulation and approval of a future project that leads us to peace and 

prosperity. 

The opportunity also lies in the establishment of a national platform through 

the National Economic and Social Development Board, that is available to all 
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Libyans of various orientations through which they meet as political figures, 

and social, economic and security actors who agree on a national project that 

ends the state of conflict, especially the armed struggle, and establishes a new 

phase, so that the common Libyan dream can be formulated in an economic, 

social and institutional rescue program within a comprehensive national 

security framework that transforms the current political polarization into a 

stage of consensual joint political action to ensure stability, with the 

continuation of political entities as institutions producing cadres, ideas and 

projects that are put forward for national consensus through this platform, 

with the presence of the fundamental civil society role, expressing the 

Community Conscience, in which the role of the elites and political entities 

expresses the Collective Mind that undertakes the maturation of the national 

project, its follow-up and the continuously evaluating its implementation, with 

the participation of all spectrums of society. 

This project aspires to change the Values and Concepts related to the 

citizen's role in making public policies, by raising the level of public awareness 

of political, economic, social and security issues, and ensuring broad 

community participation in determining the shape of the present and building 

the future. This project also seeks to create a new generation with established 

Critical Mind and Creative Thought which is integrated into the twenty-

first century, believing that human being is the true and inexhaustible wealth. 

The project seeks to implement the concept of sustainable development 

through rational management that maintains sustainability with its 

commitment to achieving continuous growth, as the goals in the project have 

been linked with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 2030. 

It also aims to build a network of regional and international relations and 

partnerships on the basis of common economic and security interests to 

achieve mutual benefits in a way that serves stability, peace and prosperity at 

the local, regional and international levels. 
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National Vision 

 
Libya, peace and 
prosperity 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Libyan society is fused with its 

local social and cultural 

components, in the melting pot of 

a single, unifying identity, enriched 

by diversity and safeguarded by 

peace, whose roots extend across 

land and history, guaranteeing a 

decent coexistence for all based on 

the principle of citizenship and 

equality in duties and rights and on 

the noble Islamic and human 

values, and it gives them equality 

and justice in political and 

economic opportunities, in a civil, 

democratic, just and prosperous 

state, led by institutions and ruled 

by law, in which social justice is 

achieved, security and economic, 

social and cultural development are 

sustainable, keeps pace with 

modernity, encourages innovation, 

open to the world, contributes 

with various strategic partnerships, 

in order to contribute to the 

stability of the country and its 

surroundings, and to integrate into 

the context of the twenty-first 

century. 
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Project executive program 

Preface: 

In this project, the integration of its components and their harmony to 

achieve a single vision, whose ultimate goal is peace and prosperity, were 

taken into account, and in order to achieve that, the project was divided into 

sections as follows: 

The economic aspect 
 
Preface: 

The economic aspect contains a vision derived from the general vision of the 

project and the general goal, 7 main objectives, and 29 detailed objectives, 

which were translated into 7 policies and 100 implementation initiatives. For 

each initiative, the authorities concerned with implementation, and the 

necessary time period for implementation, have been specified. 

Indicators for measurement were specified and included in a special appendix, 

so that the initiatives were distinguished by the following: 

A special supplement, where the initiatives were distinguished by the 

following: 

− Changing the role of the state from a provider of services to a regulator 

and observer of these services, for the benefit of all. 

− Consolidating the principle of decentralization and local governance. 

− Designed on the basis of partnership in implementation between public 

institutions, the private sector and civil society organizations. 

− Giving a greater role to international cooperation programs, including 

the establishment of economic and strategic partnerships. 

− Expanding the use of digital programs and smart services to reduce 

time and effort and keep pace with development. 

− Taking into account the achievement of the goals of the United 

Nations' 2030 Sustainable Development Programs. 
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Vision / A diversified, competitive and sustainable economy 
The general objective / Achieving sustainable development 

 
Detailed Objectives Policies Main Objectives 

1. Treatment of current 

economic issues. 

2. Treatment of economic issues 

that have a social dimension. 

3. Handling of governance 

issues. 

Mitigating the effects of 

economic distortions. 

The first main objective: 

immediate solutions to the urgent 

economic issues resulting from the 

conflict 

1. Developing public financial 

management . 

2. Monetary reforms and capital 

market development . 

3. Commercial reforms .Reforms 

to improve the investment 

climate . 

4. Improving governance and 

management . 

Integrated, coordinated 

and effective economic 

policies. 

 

 

The second main objective:  

creating a stable economic climate 

that leads to (promoting growth 

and controlling inflation and 

unemployment) 

1. Developing the contribution 

of the private sector to the 

national economy in order to 

expand its participation and 

dependence on it in the 

productive and service sectors . 

2. Maximizing the realized value 

from the energy sector. 

3. Enhancing Libya's role as a 

regional center in the energy 

sector . 

4. Unlocking the capabilities of 

the promising non-oil sectors . 

Providing a diversified, 

stable and investment-

attractive economic 

environment that helps 

achieve real stable 

economic growth. 

The third main objective: 

economic restructuring, 

development and diversification, 

with a key role for the private 

sector. 
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Detailed Objectives Policies Main Objectives 

5. Developing the contribution 

of investment funds in the 

economic development 

process . 

6. Advanced and comprehensive 

basic and social services. 

7. Protection of vulnerable 

groups . 

8. Optimum investment and 

rational management of oil 

resources and achieving 

societal stability . 

9. Creating job opportunities 

through development 

programs and promoting 

entrepreneurship and 

innovation activities. 

1. Affordable clean energy. 

2. Sustainable cities and 

communities. 

3. Ensure responsible 

consumption and production. 

4. Contribute to confronting 

climate change. 

5. Preserving life under water 

and on land . 

Enhance the efficiency of 

resource use, reduce gas 

emissions, reduce 

pollution, and maintain 

ecological balance and 

biodiversity. 

The fourth main objective: 

an economy that preserves natural 

capital . 

1. Preparing a skilled workforce 

in a competitive labor market. 

Paying attention to the 

human element as a basis 

for economic growth. 

The fifth main objective: 

achieving human development . 
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Detailed Objectives Policies Main Objectives 

2. Providing opportunities 

(education / health / work) 

for all . 

3. Creating job opportunities 

through small, medium and 

micro enterprises. 

4. Attracting foreign (non-

Libyan) talents suitable for the 

economy. 

1. Utilising and developing 

external relations to serve the 

economic program. 

2. Promote a new mental image 

of Libya, peace and prosperity. 

3. Distinguished economic 

relations with neighboring 

countries and strategic 

partners. 

Skilful diplomacy based 

on balancing interests, 

warding off spoilers and 

disputes, and striving for 

mutual benefits . 

The Sixth Main Objective: 

building regional and international 

partnerships based on economic 

interests. 

ــ   ـــــــــــ

A society that contributes 

to policy-making and 

construction. 

The Seventh Main Objective: 

Spreading the culture of social 

dialogue on economic issues. 
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The social aspect 
 
Preface: 

The social aspect contains a vision derived from the general vision of the 

project and the general goal, 12 main objectives, and 59 detailed objectives 

associated with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 2030, 

translated into 12 policies and 300 implementation initiatives. For each 

initiative the authorities concerned with implementation, and the necessary 

time period for implementation have been specified. Indicators for 

measurement are also specified included in a special appendix. 

 
Vision / Libya is the homeland of all Libyans, without discrimination, with 

a national identity that transcends social affiliation and political orientation, 

ensures pluralism, respect privacy, and adheres to Islam. 

Citizens in Libya enjoy equal economic and political opportunities, under 

the umbrella of  just law, away from conflict and strife, and the culture of 

winner and loser. 

The family is the nucleus of society, and social collaboration is a guarantor 

of national unity. 

The general objective / establishing a safe, stable and sustainable social 

reality that ensures a good standard of living for all individuals without 

discrimination, and is based on partnership between state institutions, civil 

society and the private sector. 

 

Detailed Objectives Policies Main Objectives 

1. Stabilizing and improving the 
foundations of reconciliation. 

2. Structuring and organizing the 
reconciliation tools. 

3. Enforcing amnesty and 
reconciliation and 
consolidating a culture of 
peace. 

4. Reuniting Libyans and 
spreading a spirit of affinity 
among them. 

Commitment to the 
options of national 
community 
reconciliation, and 
interaction with all 
initiatives. 

The first main objective: 
Achieving a reconciliation that 
establishes a society free of 
conflict and discrimination. 
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Detailed Objectives Policies Main Objectives 

1. Community participation in 
drafting the document of 
peaceful coexistence. 

2. Issuance of a compliant 
valuable document. 

3. Consolidating the concepts of 
peaceful coexistence among 
Libyans. 

4. Respect for human rights. 

Encouraging the 
formulation of a national 
charter, and providing the 
necessary facilities for 
that. 

The second main objective: 
Consolidating the foundations 
and charters of peaceful living 
under a just system. 

1. Promulgation of just laws. 
2. Structuring the tools of justice 

implementation. 
3. Achieving amnesty 
4. Building trust among the 

members of the community. 
5. Preventing impunity. 
6. Reform of justice institutions. 
7. Compensation for victims. 

Demonstrate 
commitment to and 
implementation of 
judicial rulings, and 
prioritizing transitional 
justice issues. 

The third main objective: 
Achieving transitional justice and 
equity to rights holders without 
discrimination. 

1. Emphasizing the importance 
of personal data of Libyans 
and ensuring their reliability. 

2. Consolidating national 
behaviors. 

3. Celebrating local collective 
events. 

4. Equality of rights and duties. 
5. Equal opportunities for all. 
6. Caring for the Libyan 

communities abroad. 

Supporting and 
strengthening local 
cultures, and participating 
in local community 
forums. 

Fourth main objective: 
Drawing a comprehensive 
national identity that 
accommodates social and cultural 
diversity. 

1. Protecting youth and families 
from deviant behaviors and 
extremism. 

2. Enhancing the value of 
patriotism, work and 
providing social service. 

3. Consolidation of security and 
stability. 

4. Instilling the values of 
tolerance and civilized 
advancement. 

5. Equal provision of services 
without discrimination. 

6. Organizing the Libyan 
communities abroad and 
linking them to the homeland. 

Praising national values, 
encouraging distinguished 
people, and intensifying 
cultural and educational 
activities to achieve the 
goal. 

Fifth main objective: 
Upholding the values of 
citizenship and belonging. 
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Detailed Objectives Policies Main Objectives 

7. Educating young people and 
utilising their potential. 

8. Activating community 
partnership. 

1. Advancement of educational 
services. 

2. Advancement of health 
services. 

3. Advancement of social 
security and solidarity 
programs. 

Giving priority to 
improving education and 
health services and 
competing with other 
societies. 

Sixth main objective: 
Raising the level of educational, 
health and social services. 

1. Income level improvement. 

2. Providing basic needs. 

3. Job creation . 
4. Improving the business 

environment. 

5. Elevating the value of work. 

6. Balancing the housing needs . 

Continuing to improve 
and review the standard 
of living, ensuring 
adequate housing and 
developing job 
opportunities. 

Seventh main goal: 
Achieving a good standard of 
living, work and housing. 

1. Taking care of vulnerable 
groups. 

2. Reducing the economic gaps 
between social groups. 

3. Development of 
opportunities for economic 
participation. 

4. Bringing basic services closer 
to those who deserve them. 

5. Comprehensiveness in the 
provision of services to 
different regions, community 
groups and age groups. 

High care for the disabled 
and the needy and follow 
up on their social and 
living conditions. 

Eighth main objective: 
Establishing a secure social safety 
net for vulnerable groups. 

1. Giving more time for family 
coexistence. 

2. Highlighting the role of 
women in various fields, and 
expanding women's 
participation in public life. 

3. Meeting the needs of the 
family, children and the 
elderly. 

4. Activating the role of social 
workers. 

Expressing interest in 
women's participation in 
public life, and treating 
the family as a nucleus of 
society. 

The ninth main objective: 
Maintaining family cohesion and 
enhancing the role of women. 
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Detailed Objectives Policies Main Objectives 

5. Strengthening the role of 
governmental and civil social 
affairs institutions. 

1. Instilling confidence in the 

public system. 
2. Spreading a culture of 

accountability . 
3. Eliminating graft 

opportunities. 

Denouncing the 
manifestations of 
corruption, engaging in 
international efforts to 
combat it, and adhering 
to the principles of 
transparency and 
integrity. 

The tenth main objective: 
Anti-corruption and consumer 
protection. 

1. Sustainable management of 
environmental projects. 

2. Awareness of environmental 
conservation. 

3. Protection of environment 
resources and climate. 

4. Providing alternative sources 
of environmental resources. 

5. Development and 
sustainability of 
environmental diversity. 

Intensifying awareness of 
the environment and 
supporting efforts to 
preserve it. 

The eleventh main objective: 
The sustainability of a clean 
environment and the preservation 
of the rights of future generations. 

1. Keeping pace with societies in 
developing and innovating 
solutions to social problems. 

2. Exporting successful 
experiences to contribute to 
the development of common 
civilization. 

3. Take advantage of the 
capabilities available to others. 

Openness up to 
civilizations and cultures, 
and enhancing 
cooperation with them. 

The twelfth main objective: 
Benefitting from the civilizations 
and cultures of other societies 
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Institutional system 

Preface: 

The institutional aspect contains a vision derived from the general vision of 

the project and the general objective, 7 main objectives, and 14 detailed 

objectives associated with the United Nations Sustainable Development 

Goals 2030, translated into a number of operational policies and initiatives, 

for each of which the parties concerned with implementation, and the time 

period required for implementation were specified. 

 
 

Vision and General Objective / Building a solid institutional system 

characterized by sustainability, balance and integration, and subject to 

oversight and accountability, in which the authorities exercise their powers 

independently and flexibly, under an expanded local administration system. 

 

Detailed Objectives Policies Main Objectives 

1. Demarcation of the levels of 
powers in a way that achieves 
the separation between them. 

2. Consolidating the culture of 

independence of the powers. 

Reviewing and 
developing the legislation 
regulating the three 
powers and separating 
them. 

The first main objective: 
Strengthening the principle of 
separation of powers. 

1. Reducing government sag. 
2. Ensuring the stability and 

quality of performance. 

Issuance of the necessary 
legislation. 

The second main objective: 
Heading towards small 
government 

1. Developing and reforming the 
local administration structure. 

2. Strengthening the principle of 
integration to ensure 
sustainable local development. 

Issuance of legislation 
and regulations 
supporting the local 
administration. 

The third main objective: 
Strengthening the principle of 
decentralization in local 
administration. 

1. Legislative and legal reforms 
that guarantee and ensures 

partnership mechanisms. 
2. Stimulating and supporting 

partnership programs and 
activating the role of non-

governmental organizations . 

Development of 
governing legislations. 

Fourth main objective: 
Partnership with the private 
sector and activating the role of 
non-governmental organizations. 



 

 33 

Detailed Objectives Policies Main Objectives 

1. Restructuring and 
reorganizing governmental 
regulatory institutions. 

2. Procedures that enhance the 
rule of law. 

Demarcation of 
authorities and 
competencies between 
regulatory bodies 

Fifth main objective: 
Establishing the principle of 
organization, direction and 
control. 

1. Requiring institutions to 
implement the principles of 
good governance. 

2. Raising the level of 
community awareness. 

Codification of 
governance methods in 
institutions. 

Sixth main objective: 
Establishing the principle of good 
governance and prevention of 
corruption. 

1. Infrastructure development . 
2. Keeping abreast of 

international developments 
and opening up prospects for 

cooperation. 

Enactment of regulations 
and legislation. 

Seventh main goal: 
Heading towards smart 
government. 

1. Enhancing the added value of 
human capital. 

2. Benefitting from experts and 
activating agreements. 

Creating effective 
partnerships. 

Eighth main objective: 
Building human capacity. 
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Defense side 

Preface: 

The executive programs included a vision and a general objective for each 

side, together with the policies, and all the main and detailed objectives, 

programs and initiatives they contain, paving the way towards achieving 

security and peace, in a form that is integrated with the components of the 

overall vision of the Peace and Prosperity Project. 

 
Vision / Building a modern system that protects the entity of the state 

The general objective / to protect the entity and sovereignty of the state 

 

Detailed Objectives Policies Main Objectives 

1. Putting an end to the fighting 
between armed groups. 

2. The removal of remnants of 
war. 

3. Protection of vital targets. 

Ending armed conflicts 
and establishing civil 
peace. 

The first main objective: 
Immediate treatments to urgent 
defense issues. 

1. Formulating realistic strategic 
features for Libyan national 

security in its defense aspect. 
2. Assessment and evaluation of 

the security threats facing the 

present and future of Libya . 

Integrated, coordinated 
and effective defense 
policies. 

The second main objective: 
Strengthening national security in 
its defense aspect. 

1. Drafting the features of the 
defensive doctrine of the 
state. 

2. Laying down the features of 
structuring the defense 
establishment. 

3. Preparing the state for 
defense. 

Providing a stable 
defense environment in 
order to build a 
democratic civil state and 
create a favorable climate 
for development. 

The third main objective: 
Structural reform of the defense 
establishment and preparation of 
the state for defense. 

1. Formulating the features of 
the combat doctrine of the 

National Defense Forces . 
2. Determining the size 

(strength) of the National 
Defense Forces in the events 
of peace and war, and the 

Attention to capacity 
building and personnel 
rehabilitation in the 
military institution. 

Fourth main objective: 
Structural reform of the military 
institution and preparation of the 
National Defense Forces to 
defend the state. 
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system of mobilization and 

strategic conquest. 
3. Preparing the National 

Defense Forces to defend the 

state. 

1. Formulation of a national 
strategy for the formation of 
the strategic reserve. 

2. The structural (institutional) 
and developmental integration 
of the combatants into the 
frameworks of the state. 

Managing and organizing 
the warriors' forces to 
contain security chaos 
and armed conflicts and 
to promote civil peace. 

Fifth main objective: 
Formulating the bases for the 
combat use of the National 
Defense Forces. 

1. Strengthening aspects of 
cooperation and exchanging 
information with the 
perimeter countries. 

2. Building regional and 
international partnerships. 

3. Cooperation and partnership 
with public and private 
institutions. 

1. Commitment to 
realism in defense 
policies in the field of 
international relations. 

2. Maximizing 
capabilities and 
reducing spending 
and dependence on 
foreign countries. 

Seventh main objective: 
Partnership and cooperation in 
the defense field. 

1. Drawing up the organizational 
framework for the 
implementation of the vision 
in the defense field. 

2. Developing a road map to 
implement the vision in the 
defense field. 

Adopting the 
requirements of the 
security reality to 
implement the vision in 
the defense field. 

Eighth main objective: 
Develop a roadmap to implement 
the vision in the defense field. 
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Security side 

Vision / State of citizenship and rule of law 

The general objective / homeland security and the safety of citizens 

Detailed Objectives Policies Main Objectives 

1. Dealing with the chaos of 
weapons and its causes. 

2. Reviewing and updating 
legislations. 

3. Raising the degree of security 
awareness. 

Removing the effects of 
armed conflicts and 
establishing civil peace. 

The first main objective: 
Creating a safe and stable 
environment. 

1. Modernization of the role and 
concept of public security. 

2. Safeguarding the political 
system. 

3. Raising the efficiency of the 
police and security services to 
defend the people's gains. 

Following real policies 
aimed at achieving 
national security 

The second main objective: 
Building a national security 
doctrine. 

1. Reviewing and developing the 
police law and the laws and 
decrees that established the 
security services. 

2. Reconstruction and 
restructuring of police 
institutions and security 
services. 

3. The neutrality of the security 
establishment (the police 
sector and other security 
services) in the political 
process. 

Creating an appropriate 
political climate for the 
work of the police and 
security services. 

The third main objective: 
The legality of the work of the 
security police. 

1. Developing the information 
and control system in the 
police sector and security 
services. 

2. Formulating a general 
framework for plans and 
programmes. 

3. Monitoring, accountability 
and transparency in the police 
sector and security services. 

4. Developing strategic 
partnership and security 
cooperation. 

1. Coordination between 
state agencies to 
enhance the 
performance of the 
security aspect. 

2. Harmonization of 
security policies and 
international 
partnerships. 

Fourth main objective: 
Enhancing the role of the police 
sector and security services and 
their ability to perform. 

 



 

 37 

Foreign policy side 

Vision / balanced diplomacy and international relations within the 

framework of fruitful international cooperation aimed at achieving stability 

and security. 

General objective / restoring balance to the national decision and the 

position of Libya in international forums, and to build relations of 

cooperation with all countries to achieve common interests on the basis of 

mutual respect and national sovereignty. 

Detailed Objectives Policies Main Objectives 

1. Reforming legislation and 
laws regulating foreign work. 

2. Institutional reform and 
restructuring foreign work 
tools. 

Maintaining sovereignty 
and national unity within 
the framework of 
national security. 

The first main objective: 
Addressing current issues in 
foreign policy within the 
framework of national security. 

1. Setting the determinants of 
foreign policy. 

2. Formulating the strategic 
foundations to confront 
external threats. 

Formulating new 
foundations for Libyan 
foreign policy. 

The second main objective: 
Formulating the determinants and 
strategy of foreign policy within 
the framework of national 
security. 

1. Preparation of foreign policy. 
2. Establishing equal relations 

with countries. 

The harmonization 
between means and goals 
in their geopolitical 
dimensions. 

The third main objective: 
Preparing the foreign policy to 
defend the state within the 
framework of national security. 

1. Developing the organizational 
structure of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and foreign 
work institutions in line with 
the new vision. 

2. Drawing the map of political 
and diplomatic work abroad. 

A foreign policy with 
highly efficient and 
effective tools. 

Fourth main objective: 
Reforming and restructuring of 
foreign work institutions. 

1. Drawing up and formulating 
policies related to 
international cooperation. 

2. Promoting and increasing the 
effectiveness of international 
technical cooperation 

3. Activating Libya's role in the 
activities of the international 
system concerned with 
development. 

Effective international 
cooperation to achieve 
Libya's positive 
integration with the 
international community. 

Fifth main objective: 
Strengthening international 
cooperation to protect Libya's 
highest interests and to contribute 
to the establishment of 
international peace and security. 

 


